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Paxman says over 65s should lose the vote

F

ormer BBC
Newsnight presenter, Jeremy
Paxman has hit out at
the older generation by
blaming them for Britain’s housing crisis and
describing them as
“spoilt children”.
The 67-year-old claims
that buying a house and
seeing its value appreciate over the years is the
fault of the “baby boomer” generation born after WWII.
He believes that because political parties
have been scared of the
“grey vote” and have

pandered to their deMr Paxman also statmands, the answer is to ed that he didn’t take
stop people voting at
his winter fuel allow65.
ance or state pension.

Jan Shortt, NPC general secretary said: “Mr
Paxman is completely
wrong to suggest that
today’s housing crisis
has been caused by
older people, or that the
answer is to stop pensioners from voting.”
“Not only has he benefitted from years of having an inflated salary at
the BBC, over the last
few years he has also
seen a reduction in the
amount he pays in income tax—but he
doesn’t seem to be
complaining about
that.”

Ex-minister calls for private care insurance

D

isgraced minister, Damien Green has been
circling the media recently with his "new" idea about how
to pay for social care - which he
calls voluntary care insurance.
Mr Green has suggested that
people nearing the end of their
working life who had benefitted
from rising property prices could
put aside some of their wealth to
fund their social care.
He told Radio 4’s Today programme that people should contribute voluntarily to a private
insurance policy.
Mr Green may not remember,
but this idea has been suggested
before.
Essentially, it requires eight

people to take out a policy to pay
for the one person who needs to
cash it in, but most people either
do not have the spare money to
put aside in this way or feel that
they will never need to pay for
any care.
The private insurance model
Mr Green is suggesting also links
in to the “financialisation” of
care, whereby private equity investors have pounced on
a £16bn industry, attracted by a
steady stream of income in the
shape of fees from a growing
population of older people.
However, a recent report from
the Markets Authority warned
that some providers “may be
carrying unsustainable levels of

debt, and therefore may be at
risk of financial distress”.
The consumer group Which?
has also ranked providers of
homes for the over-65s by the
percentage deemed inadequate
or in need of improvement, and
those private equity-backed
firms are rated among the worst.
Dot Gibson, NPC deputy general secretary said: “There can
be no suggestion that the answer to the crisis in the funding
and standards of social care can
be solved by the private sector.”
The NPC is currently preparing
a detailed plan for the introduction of a tax-funded, National
Care Service that is free at the
point of delivery.

The former TV
presenter
doesn’t
blame a lack
of affordable
housing for
the housing
crisis, but
older people
who bought
their homes
as they were
encouraged
to do in the
1950s and
60s
© Jeremy
Paxman
Facebook

A bus pass, but no buses
National
Pensioners
Convention

N

ew research from the
BBC has revealed
that Britain’s bus
network has shrunk to levels
last seen in the late 1980s.
Rising car usage and cuts
to public spending are being
blamed for a loss of 134 million miles of coverage.
The worse affected areas
are Wales and north-west
England.
Excluding London, all regions have seen bus subsidies reduced in the past four
years.
At the same time, bus companies have also been cutting back on the number of
commercially-run routes in
the North, while increasing
them in the South.
As a result, some communities around the country are
being abandoned, with many
unable to reach basic services such as shops and GP
surgeries.

Ron Douglas, NPC president said: “Having a concessionary bus pass is vitally
important to millions of older
people, but for some there is
little point if there are no
buses that they can use.”
“The bus pass is a lifeline
for millions and we must ensure it stays for today’s and
tomorrow’s pensioners.“
The NPC is planning to celebrate ten years of the bus
pass by delivering a giant
birthday card to Number 10
on 28 March at 2.30pm.
Groups from across the
country are encourage to
come along and show their
support on the day.
The NPC will also be producing materials that can be
distributed in local areas to
show the benefit that the
concessionary bus pass
brings to individuals, local
economies and the wider
community.
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